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Happy Belated Birthday!,

Sendin U Belated Birthday wishes.
Hope it Was 2 frgone all the same!

(©123Greetings.com Music_on/orr ) y

I know you think I forgot your Birthday...and it sure seems like I did, but I
didn'tl T remembered, I just forgot to send an email...whoops. Sorry Father! T
got so consumed with school and finding a job that I've pretty much blocked
everything else out of my mind. I thought this card was cute...I hope you can
play it properlyl Well, I'm off to bed now...but enjoy the card, and one more
time, Happy Belated Birthday!!

Love ,
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Not much to write about again. I notice that my desktop calendar/diary now has entries for 1000 days since I installed it. 

Got your birthday greetings. No, it was not much of a day; just the usual! I liked the birthday e-mail video you sent, Nadine. 
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New Zealand beat South Africa 26-12 in the final to win the HK Rugby 7s Cup. They were pretty impressive and some think that they are the best sevens team ever, even better than earlier ones that included Christian Cullen, Jonah Lomu and Eric Rush. Rush, by the way, was present at the latest sevens, on the bench assisting the coach. For the cup final they sing the national anthems of the two teams. They were beautifully sung by a HK octet; the best anthems I have ever heard. The songs seemed to be recorded as the TV cameras never showed any singers. Also, I guess the choir had to record the national anthems of many countries as you cannot be sure which two countries will be in the final; it would be embarrassing if a team got into the final and its national anthem had not been recorded. The next round of the Rugby 7s is underway right now in Adelaide, Australia. 
Last Thursday, a special service of remembrance was held at Windsor Castle and organised by the Queen personally to honour Sir Edmund Hillary. Saw a bit of it on the Australian TV news.
Friday was a public holiday for the Ching Ming grave-sweeping festival. There were fewer hill fires this year as conditions were a bit damp.

The run yesterday was a bit tough; it was warm (250C) and very humid – by the time I had finished, my shirt was saturated with sweat and was still like this when I got back. Not many more runs for this season – getting warmer and the pool is already open. 

In the corresponding letter last year I mentioned how Park 'n Shop was charged for selling falsely-labelled fish; the fish were labelled “Cod fish (Oil fish)” but were actually the harmful oil fish rather than cod. Well, they, and other big supermarkets have been blasted again for falsely claiming that their prices are the cheapest in town, when a survey showed that prices in small supermarkets and grocery shops were often cheaper. Also, for the way they mislead customers into thinking they are getting bargains by falsely advertising reductions when in fact prices have been inflated then reduced to a ‘special ‘discount’ price! which is actually the regular price.
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Remember I told you about the 'Allo 'Allo videos I found. I downloaded 74 of them (apparently there are 85 episodes all told). I have also finally finished - after a lot of trouble - converting the original mp4 format files into divx format. Why convert? Because the divx format efficiently compresses video files (which take up a lot of space) into a smaller size allowing more to be stored on a DVD disk but without reducing quality. I will now ‘burn’ them onto disks so that I can watch them on the larger TV screen using the DVD player. The other day, I found a website that allows free storage of up to 25 GB of data. I may store the Allo Allo files there as they can also be shared with others. So, instead of having to download the videos yourself, you can access my files. However, I tried to upload some of the files the other night but my computer crashed – which it is in the habit of doing when working with videos!!! Still, if you are interested, let me know and I will try to upload them again. Wikipedia gives a good review of Allo Allo at:
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/'Allo_'Allo!

I have attached to this letter a file an additional file which contains essays and poetry by a remarkable young girl. Read them and see what you think. 

I think that’s about it for now. 
Cheers
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